
loss is less because of the coupling effect of the tightly enclosed air. For maxi-
mum benefit, the wythes should be further apart.

Some building codes incorporate standards for sound transmission
characteristics in buildings of residential occupancy. The standards generally
specify minimum STC ratings for party wall and floor–ceiling separations
between dwelling units. Party walls generally require an STC of 45 to 50.
STC ratings for brick and block masonry walls are determined based on the
standard methodology described in TMS 0302-00, Standard Method for
Determining the Sound Transmission Class for Masonry Walls. Tabulated
values are shown in Figs. 8-49 through 8-52.

All building materials expand and contract to some degree with changes in
temperature. Others also expand and contract with variations in moisture
content. The thermal movement characteristics of most materials are known,
and a standard coefficient can be used to calculate the expected expansion or
contraction of a material for a given set of conditions. Masonry materials are
relatively stable in thermal movement when compared to metals and
plastics.

In addition to thermal movement, however, most masonry materials
also experience moisture-related movement. Some shrinking and swelling
occur alternately through normal wetting and drying cycles, but more impor-
tant are the permanent moisture expansion of clay masonry and the perma-
nent moisture shrinkage of concrete masonry. Clay masonry begins to reab-
sorb moisture from the atmosphere as soon as the drying and firing process
is complete, and as the moisture content increases, the units expand perma-
nently. Concrete masonry products are moist cured to hydrate the portland
cement in the mix. Once the curing is complete, residual moisture evapo-
rates, causing the units to shrink permanently.

8.9 MOVEMENT

CHARACTERISTICS

Figure 8-49 STC ratings for clay masonry walls. (From The Masonry Society’s
Standard Method for Determining the Sound Transmission Class
Rating for Masonry Walls, TMS 0302-00.)
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The cumulative effect of reversible thermal movement and irreversible
moisture movement must be accommodated in construction through the instal-
lation of expansion joints in clay masonry and control joints in concrete mason-
ry. When clay and concrete masonry are combined, or when masonry is com-
bined with or attached to other materials, allowance must also be made for the
differential movement of the various components. Expansion, contraction, dif-
ferential movement, and flexible anchorage are discussed in detail in Chapter 9.
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Figure 8-50 STC ratings for lightweight concrete masonry walls. (Adapted
from The Masonry Society’s Standard Method for Determining
the Sound Transmission Class Rating for Masonry Walls, TMS
0302-00.)
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